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a number of most excellent illustrations from Munro Kerr

and Nagel, and yet the account of bipolar podalic version
given is imperfect and does not resemble the original
description of Braxton Hicks, to whose classical paper there
is no reference in the bibliography.

Dr. Davis recommends that the forceps should be applied
to the sides of the head and employs axis-traction forceps
fitted with tapes attached at the middle of the blades. His

description of their use is not in accordance with the

principle of axis traction as laid down by Milne Murray, and
in the figure of the delivery of the head over the pelvic floor
the operator is shown holding both the handles and the tapes.
We notice one interesting slip. The author speaks of the
position of Mercurio or Walcher. Mercurio’s position,
designed for the delivery of very fat women, is, however,
quite different from that of Walcher. It was illustrated

first in his book published in 1642, and has often been

reproduced in modern text-books.
It is obvious from what we have said that there are many

things in this book which are not in accordance with current
English teaching and the work is hardly likely, therefore,
to appeal as extensively to English readers as to their

colleagues in the United States.

LIBRARY TABLE.

James Hutchison Stirling : His Life and Work. By AMELIA
HUTCHISON STIRLING, M.A. With a Preface by the Right
iiion. Viscount HALDANE of CLOAX. London : T. Fisher

Unwin. 1912. Pp. 379. Price 10s. 6d. net.-The life and
work of J. H. Stirling are known to few, and those few
mainly the illuminati of philosophy, for his life’s work

practically consisted in the interpretation of Hegel; and as
Cyril and Methodius had to invent an alphabet for the

publication of written Christianity among the Bulgarians, so
Stirling had to invent a vocabulary for the translation into
English of the terms used by Hegel. Our own more imme-
diate interest in Stirling, however, is not due to the

system of philosophy that he did his best to make clear to
English readers, but to the fact that he was trained as a

medical man and passed the early years of his working life
as a general practitioner in the Welsh mining valleys.
Born in 1820, the son of a Glasgow muslin manufac-

turer, he was educated at Young’s Academy, and matri-
culated at 13 years of age at the University of Glasgow.
Among his fellow students was William Thomson, after-

wards Lord Kelvin. Stirling commenced his University
studies with the humanities, and five years later, in

1838, he entered on the study of medicine. He received the

diploma of the Edinburgh College of Surgeons in 1842. In

1843 he left Glasgow for London. The records of his stay
in London are lost, but in November of 1843 he became
assistant to a Dr. Lawrence, of Pontypool, Monmouthshire.
In 1844 he moved to Hirwain as one of the medical officers
to the great ironworks there. He became sole surgeon to the

works in 1846, but in 1849 he received an appointment to a
practice in the Vale of Neath, where he remained until

1851, when on the death of his father he inherited enough
to enable him to give up practice and devote himself to
philosophy and literature. His medical experiences, as may
be imagined, were many and various, including an epidemic
of cholera, and a vivid account of them is to be found in
his book, "A Foreign Country at Home." After giving up
practice he travelled abroad and was in Paris during the
.stirring times of the coup d’etat of 1851. In 1856 he went to

Heidelberg, where he devoted himself to the study of German
and Hegel. In 1860 he returned to Edinburgh, and in 1864
" The Secret of Hegel " was published. The book was

highly praised by Carlyle, Emerson, Erdmann (the German
philosopher and a pupil of Hegel), and T. H. Green.

Hegel’s treatises in their original form are as difficult

to understand as any treatise in any language, and it cannot

be said that either Stirling’s exposition or translation is

easy reading ; for instance, here is Stirling’s translation of a
passage from Hegel: "Being-for-Self, as reference to itself,
is Immediacy ; and, as Reference of the Negative to itself, it
is Being-for-self-ity, One, the One,-what is within itself

distinction-less, and so excludent of the Other out of itself." 
For most people Hegel keeps the meaning of this sentence
secret. Stirling passed away in his eighty-ninth year.

Hunan’s Handbook to Medical Europe. A Ready Reference
Boolt to the Universities, Hospitals, Clinics, L2boratories, and
General Medical V’ork of the Praneipccl Cities of Europe.
By JAMES HENRY HONAN, M.D. Chicago and Berlin. With

maps of Berlin, Edinburgh, London, and Paris. Phila-

delphia : P. Blakiston’s Son and Co. ; London : H. K. Lewis.
1912. Pp. 261. Price 6s. net.-Few men have had greater
opportunities for gaining experience in all matters likely to
be of service to medical men seeking post-graduate instruc-
tion in the principal cities of Europe than Dr. James Honan,
formerly president of the Anglo-American Medical Associa-
tion in Berlin. For this reason we are a trifle disappointed
in the present work, whose object is to give just that
information. It is, however, a first effort at collation in

this direction, and we confidently expect that when a new
edition is called for considerable amplification and more
careful revision will be forthcoming. Ninety-one of the 261
pages are occupied with a description of the German univer-
sities, and of these pages Berlin claims 69. A full description is
given of its libraries, hospitals, clubs, and other associations
having special relation to the needs of students in medicine.
The courses of the various university professors and przvat-
docenten on the medical side are given in considerable detail.
The public health organisations and institutions, the emer-
gency stations, convalescent camps, care of the blind, public
safety, water-supply, and sewage disposal are described.
With respect to many of the foregoing particulars fairly full
information is given also for Munich (pp. 69, 76), and less
full accounts of the universities of Leipsic, Heidelberg,
Dresden, Frankfort a.M., Halle, Greifswald, Marburg, Strass-
burg, Hamburg, Breslau, Jena, Wiirzburg, Stuttgart, Cologne,
and Dusseldorf. In Austria-Hungary the account of Vienna
is fairly full, and there is a brief account of Prague. In

Great Britain the regulations as to graduation at the Uni-
versity of London alone are given, though there is internal

evidence that it was originally intended to give information
also as to other British degrees and diplomas. There is a,

good description of the London Post-Graduate Association,
with its collaborating institutions, hospitals, and teachers,
and the Medical Graduates’ College and Polyclinic receives
mention. Dr. Honan says: "England is making a

splendid effort to organise and systematise the post-graduate
work throughout the country. ..... I feel sure that my
American confri res do not realise the amount and variety of
excellent work being given by many of England’s very best
men, as anyone may see in looking over the list of names in
the London Post-Graduate Association, also the names of

lecturers in the Medical Graduates’ College and Polyclinic."
A brief paragraph is all that is given to Ireland. In Scot-

land the universities of Glasgow and Edinburgh alone are
described. In France there is fairly full information as to
the Faculty of Medicine and Hospitals of Paris, but nothing
save an enumeration concerning any of the other schools. All
the remaining European countries are dealt with in 14 pages.
The Continental Anglo-American Medical Society is described,
and a local directory of its membership is given. There are

also tables of European health resorts. Misprints are far too
much in evidence. The index will be useful to enable the

1 The Secret of Hegel, new edition, 1898, p. 501.
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reader to find particulars concerning individual teachers in
the book. We welcome the work as the first draft of a

handbook that may become quite valuable in the future.
Arznei- und Di&auml;tverordn1l11fJen fiir die Iryncikologasahe

Praxi8. By Professor PAUL STRASSMANN. Berlin : August
Hirschwald. 1912. Pp. 102. Price 1 6 mark.-In this little
book Professor Strassmann gives in tabular form directions
and prescriptions for the treatment of all the commoner

gynecological affections, and though the work cannot be of
much service to the English student, it is interesting as
affording an insight into the lines of treatment, other than
operative, adopted by one of the foremost of the Berlin

gynaecologists. The book is interleaved, so that the owner
can make notes of any other methods of treatment he may
find useful. The instructions for treatment by diet and baths
are particularly helpful.
Landmarks and Surface lJIarltings of the Human Body.

By L. BATHE RAWLING, M.B., B.C. Cantab., F.R 0 S. Eng.,
Surgeon in Charge of Out-patients at St. Bartholomew’s

Hospital. Fifth edition. With 31 illustrations. London :

H. K. Lewis. 1912. Pp. 96. Price 5s. net.-There is little
or nothing to add to the notice of the fourth edition of this
book which appeared in THE LANCET of March 25th, 1911.
The author states that the work is practically unchanged,
though the illustrations have been improved. That the last
edition was sold out within one year is the best proof of its
utility. We said in our review of the previous edition that
Mr. Rawling has advanced along lines somewhat similar to
those pointed out by Professor Bertram Windle in his " Hand-
book of Surface Anatomy and Landmarks " to a stage that is
near perfection. We repeat the eulogy.

MISCELLANEOUS VOLUMES.

THE paper of Dr. M. Dominici and Dr. A. A. Warden on
the Technique and Results of Radium-Therapy in Malignant
Diseases, which was read before the British Medical Associa-
tion in 1910, and abstracted in THE LANCET of August 6th,
1910, p. 406, has been republished in pamphlet form (London :
J. and A. Ohurchill. 1912. Price 2s. net.). Nearly two years
have thus elapsed since the paper was read, and the authors
are enabled to state in the preface that of the seven patients
suffering from inoperable disease therein referred to as

showing satisfactory and complete local regression adequate
to justify the word oure, not one has shown recurrence or
metastasis of the growth for which he was treated. One has

since died from acute pneumonia, another from pulmonary
tuberculosis. Of the seven cases one was a lymphadenoma,
two were sarcomatous, and four epitheliomatous. The
authors conclude that radium-therapy holds out hope, even
when surgery confesses itself disarmed, especially when
it is remembered that most of their cases have been

under observation from six to 18 months before being
referred for radiotherapeutic treatment.-In a lecture

entitled Sleep and Dagestaon (London : John Bale, Sons,
and Danielsson, Limited, 1912. Pp. 25. Price Is. net)
Mr. George Thomson, L.D.S., gives some interesting notes
on the subjects named in his title and their reaction on one
another. The lecture was delivered, he tells us, in a former
dining-room in Sir Isaac Newton’s house at the back of the
Royal Dental Hospital, for the benefit of the dwellers in the
locality of Leicester-square-a district thus quaintly described
by the Rev. Thos. Phillips: "There are no Pharisees-they
must all have gone to the suburbs. There are no Sadducees-

they must have gone to the garden cities and the university
towns ; but the publicans and the sinners remain."

The importance of local medical libraries is becoming more
and more appreciated. In a reprint from the Bristol Medico-

Charwrgival Journzl of Dec. llth, 1911, Mr. L. M. Griffiths

gives an interesting account of the Bristol Medical Library,
which was founded in 1831, and in 1832 became housed in a
building in Orchard-street that had been used for worship by
a body of French Protestants, who, after the revocation of
the Edict of Nantes by Louis XtV. in 1685, settled in

Bristol in large numbers. In 1855 the custody and care of
the Medical Library was transferred to the Bristol Library.
Its vicissitudes are traced through various amalgamations
with other societies, finally passing into the ownership of the
city. On July 1st, 1893, the medical books were moved into
a magnificent apartment specially constructed for library
purposes in the Bristol Medical School. An arrangement for
a joint library with University College aided success, achieved
under the fostering interest of the chairman, Dr. Greig
Smith. Books from the infirmary and hospital were added,
and now, owing to the advantages of the conjoint scheme,
members of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical Society can
consult 21,929 volumes and 249 periodicals.

JOURNALS.

Jahreskurse fiir Aer-tlioke Fortbildung. March, 1912.
Munich: Lehman. Price M. 16 yearly.-This number

is devoted to a review of recent progress in diseases of

digestion and metabolism and the blood diseases. Pro-

fessor Fleiner writes on the relation between the physical
and the psychical in the diagnosis and treatment of affections
of the alimentary canal. In a philosophical discussion of the
influence of mind upon body he quotes an experiment by
Schnyder, who " galvanised " 300 persons with a dummy
electrical machine ; 77 per cent. of them insisted that they
felt something, ranging from a little prickling to actual pain r
He lays emphasis on the abnormal mental state in cases of
chronic dyspepsia, obstinate constipation, and enteroptosis.
Probably a good deal of the benefit obtained by washing
out is psychical. The therapy by drugs, especially opium,
and by mineral waters and in spas is passed in review.
Professor Dr. Hugo Lutbje discusses the progress of our

knowledge concerning gout. After a very clear r&eacute;S1lm&eacute; of
the metabolism of the purin-bodies and uric acid (following
the researches of Burian and Schur), he describes the well-
known variations in the output of these bodies in gouty
persons, leading to uric aeid retention, and mentions the
explanations advanced by Schittenheim, Umber, and others
of the fact that symptoms arise in gout when the blood
content of uric acid is less than may be found in leukaemia or

pneumonia. After discussing the diagnosis, the writer deals
with treatment, recommending colchicum or atophan for

the acute cases, and a purin-free or purin-limited diet

to ward off the attacks. A useful table of foodstuffs
with their purin equivalents is given. There is also a

good description of the new radium cure. A brief

summary follows of recent German work on diabetes

mellitus. Professor Erich Meyer contributes a review on the
blood-forming organs and on leukaemia. He describes the

mode of formation of the red and white corpuscles in fcetat
life and in the adult, and shows how all the blood-forming
organs, marrow, lymphoid tissue, and spleen, react to

stimulus in the production of the various blood diseases.
With regard to leukaemia, he points out that the diagnosis
depends more on the differential than on the total leucocyte
count. Chronic lymphatic leukasmia, chronic myelogenous
leukaemia, and acute leukasmia are then passed in review.
In treatment, he gives X rays the principal place, con-

cluding that they stimulate the production of a cytolysin,
but he allows that the application is not without risk.

The North of England Clinioal Journal. Edited by Mr.
GEORGE FOGGIN. Vol. II., No. 2. April, 1912. Quarterly.
Newcastle-on-Tyne : George Foggin. Price 1.&mdash;In this


